DIRECTOR’S REPORT FOR 1894, 



My Lords and Gentlemen, 



National Gallery of Ireland, 

23rr/ May , 1895. 



I have to submit the following Report for the year 1394. 

lho National Gallery of Ireland was open to the public under the usual conditions 
from the 1st January to the 31st December, with the exception of October, during 
which month it was closed for cleaning, &c. 

Within that period the number of visitors was : — 

Free admissions, . . . .... 72 290 

(Of whom 21,249 entered on Sundays.) 

By (Ktyment, .... .... 1,480 

Students’ attendances, ... .... 1,345 



The number of Catalogues sold was 397. 



The number of new students admitted to copy was 44 — 37 ladies and 7 gentlemen. 



The following pictures were purchased, at the prices appended, and approved by 
the Board : — 



For the general collection : — 

Portrait of an old Lady, ascribed to F. Bui, 

Portrait of Fms. Win. 2nd Earl of Cbarlemont, by Sir Thomas Lawrence, 
Sketch for picture of Greenwich Pensioners, by John Burnett, 

Landscape, with cattle, by Jakob Van Stiij, .... 
Landscape, by Pieter Van Asch, ..... 
The Three Philosophers, pasticcio upon Giorgione, by D. Teniers, 
Vortumnus and Pomona, by Nicholas Maas, .... 

A Dutch Interior, by Thomas Wijck, .... 

Portrait of u Man, by G. Ponca, ..... 

A Hunting Party, by Johannes Lingulboeli, .... 
Titauia, Puck, and the Changeling, bv G. Romney, 

Landscape, by Emile Lambinet, . ... 

Sketch, Portrait ol a Highland Forester, by Charles Grey, R.H.A, 

Early Snow on the Welsh Hills (water colour), by Thomas Collier, 

A Pair of Portraits (in pencil), by Thomas Gainsborough, 



£ s. d. 
100 0 0 
50 0 0 
24 0 0 
2 10 0 
5 0 0 
20 0 0 
120 0 0 
80 0 0 
1C 16 0 
50 0 0 
215 5 0 
85 0 0 
5 0 0 
12 10 0 
5 5 0 



For the National Portrait and Historical collection : — 

A Pair of Portraits of Mr. and Mrs. Connolly, Artist unknown, 

Portrait of George Barret, junior, by Ilimself, • 

Portrait of Maria Gunning, Countess of Coventry, by Francis Cotes, R. A, 
View of Thowas-strect, Dublin, in 1797 (water colour), by James Malton, 
Portrait of Rev. Arthur O’Leary (mezzotint), by G. Keating after J. Murphy, 
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The following Donations were received during the year : — 

Tlio Betrayal of Christ, by Gerard Honfchorst. Presented by George Donaldson Esq., London. 

View in Namur (water colour), by Jn. S. Cotman. Presented by F. Floischmann, Esq., London. 

Five copies (in water colour), by H. Wheelwright, from early Italian paintings. Bequeathed by Miss 

Thompson, of 16, Fitzwilliam-plocc, Dublin. 

The following have been kindly lent to the Gallery, for a limited period : — 

1. By Colonel Burges, Parkanaur, Co. Tyrone. 

A Portrait, by G. Romney. 

Three Landscapes, by J. Van Goyen. 

Shipping, by H. Dubbels. 

A Portrait of a Child, by Eglon Van der Neor. 

A Portrait of a Man, by Paulus Move else. 

2. By J. Jameson, Esq., 5, Upper Mcrrion-street, Dublin. 

Two Portraits, by Sir H. Raeburn. 

The “ Interior ” by Pieter Codde ; the “ Shepherds reposing at night,” by Rembrandt ; 
and the “ Portrait of a Jew ” by Gerbrandt Van den Eeckliout, which lmd been sent to 
the Royal Academy of Arts, for exhibition at the “ Old Masters,” were safely returned, 
and re-hung in the Gallery. 

The “Lucretia” by Francia, was lent to the Exhibition of Works of tlio School of 
Fcrrara-Bologna, held at tlio Burlington Fine Arts Club, London, and was safely 
returned, and replaced in the Gallery. 

During the year the following pictures were surface-cleaned and varnished. 

No. 117. The Virgin enthroned, by M. Palinczamo. 

„ 99. Pliineus and his followers, by N. Poussin. 

„ 277. St. Jerome, by G. Vasari 

„ 96. Laudscape, by Salvator Rosa. 

„ 94. Timoclea and Alexander, by P. della Vcccliia. 

„ 89. Christ on the Cross, by A. Carracci. 

,, 87. Aeueus and Meleager, by G. Vai'otarL 

„ 46. Theology, by Jakob Jordaens. 

„ 57. Tlie Supper at Eminaus, by Jakob Jordaens. 

„ 205. The Marriage of Strougbow, by D. Maclise. 

„ 240. Pope Pius VII and Napoleon, by Sir D. Wilkie. 

„ 111. Adoration of the Shepherds, by Searsellino. 

During the month of October some re-arrangement of the pictures in tho Italian and 
Modern Galleries was made. 

Twenty-four of the reproductions of Rembrandt’s drawings were framed, and added 
to those already exhibited on tho screen in the Gallery. 

In the Historical and Portrait Gallery, besides some re-arrangement of the pictures 
and drawings, the whole of the mezzotint and engraved portraits have boon classified 
and re-liung, and fifty additional portraits, chiefly from the Clialonor-Smitli collection, 
framed and added to those already in the Gallery. All these have been correctly 
labelled. 

The entire collection of Portraits belonging to the Gallery has been carefully gone 
over and a complete alphabetical catalogue compiled. This includes not only the 
exhibited portraits, but also all the engravings which, owing to want of space, cannot 
at present be hung. Visitors to the Gallery arc thus enabled to at once obtain infor- 
mation as to any portrait they may desire to see. 
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Following the resolution of the Board of Governors and Guardians passed in 1893, in 
favour of an increase in the wages of the Porters of the Gallery, the Treasury, on 19th 
September, 1894, consented to an increase as follows: — 

J. Dunne, } 

L. Pedreschi, y to receive 24s. a week. 

M. Forde, j 

D. Cleary to have 23s. a week, rising to 24s. after 10 years’ service. 

E. Doyle to have 20s., rising Is. a week, per year, to 24s. 

This increase was to take effect from the 1st April, 1894, and accordingly the Porters 
have been in receipt of their increased wages since that date. 

On the 30th April Mr. P. W. Kennedy, Registrar of the Gallery, retired on a pension, 
after a service of 2 1 years ; and the Governors and Guardians, at a meeting held on the 
19th April, appointed Mr. W. G. Strickland to be Registrar of the Gallery. This 
appointment was confirmed by the Treasury, and Mr. Strickland entered upon the 
duties of liis office on the 1st May. 

By your instructions I appended to my report for 1893, a paragraph reciting the 
following resolution adopted by the Board on the 2nd of August, 1894 — 

“In adopting the Director’s Report for 1893, the Governors and Guardians of the National Gallery, 
Ireland, again take the opportunity of pressing on Her Majesty’s Government the urgent necessity for 
an extension of tlio Gallery buildings in accordance with the scheme submitted to the Treasury in 
Noveiuliov, 1892." 

I have now to say that the necessity for an extension becomes more pressing with 
every month, and that at present communications frequently reach me from donors of 
valuable works of art complaining of their non-exhibition — which is inevitable — and 
even demanding their return. 



I am, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant. 



WALTER ARMSTRONG, 

Dircctoi'. 
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APPENDIX. 

descriptions of pictures and drawings acquired during the year. 



1. Ferdinand Hoi., ascribed to (1G11-1G81). Dutch School. 

Portrait of uu Old Lady. 

An Old Duly .seated, tlu-oe quarter length, directed to the right, looking to the front. Wears a 
loose black mantle over a tight-fitting body of red trimmed with gold lace, with large jewel in front, 
and cut low to show white chemisette and collar. On her lioad she wears a close-fitting black cap with 
gold and pearls in front and sides, and loco veil hanging behind. Her left hand rests on her knee, her 
right hand across tlio body. 

On Panel, 2 foot 'll inches high, 1 foot 11 inches wide. 

Purchased, in London, from Mr. W. Abraham. Hung in the Gallery, in the small Dutch room, 
and numbered 346. 

2. Sin Thomas Lawuence, P.R.A. (17G9-1830). British School. 

Portrait of Francis William, 2nd Earl of Cliarlemont. 

Half length, directed to the front, looking downwards to the left Dressed in tight-fitting coat with 
fur collar. 

This portrait is a fragment from a full length group of Lord aud Lady Cliarlemont and their infant 
son, formerly at Rox borough Castle, Moy, Co. Tyrone, the seat of the Earl of Chariemont. 

Canvas, 2 foot G inches high, 2 feet wido. Purchased from ft. Gooden, London. Hung in modern 
Gallery, and numbered 379. 

3. John Burnet (1784--18G8). British School. 

Sketch for the picture of “ Greenwich Hospital and Naval Heroes,” now at Apsley House, London. 

Canvas, 1 foot, 5i- inches high, 2 feet 5 inches wide. Purchased from Shepherd Brothers, London, 
llung in modern Gallery, and numbered 378. 

4. Jakoh Van Stum (_1 7DG— 181f>). Dutch School. 

A I .amlseapo ; iu foreground stands a black cow ; behind are two others, a dun and a red, lying down. 

On Panel, 2 foot 4J inches high, 1 foot 11 inches wide. Purchased from Mrs. Algie, Dublin. Hung 
in small Dutch Gullevy, and numbered 344. 

5. Pieter Jansz Van Ascii (1G03-1678). Dutch School. 

Landscape ■ on the loft is a building on a high rock overlooking a river spanned by a bridge. A 
road over the latter lends past a thick wood on the right ; on it are two figures ou horseback, a man 
walking, and a woman, with a basket, seated. 

Octagonal Panel, 1 foot 4i inches high, 1 foot 9 inches wide. Signed with initials. 

Purchased from Mrs. Algie, Dublin. Iluug in Main Gallery, and numbered 343. 

6. David Tjsnieiis (1010-1694). Dutch School. 

Throo figures in a landscape, Pasticcio upon Giorgione’s “Three Philosophers” at Vienna. In 
foreground of treos and rocks arc three figures, two standing and one seated, which originally represented 
tho tlireo Philosophers, or Magi, but hero altered by Teniers to Beggars. In the background are 
mountains and a town. 

On Panel, inches high, 1 foot wide. Formerly in tho Blenheim Palace collection ; purchased 
from Mr. Donaldson, London. Hung in Main Gallery, and numbered 390. 

7 Nicholas Maas (1G32-1693). Dutch School. 

Vertumnus and Pomona. 

VortummiB in tho guiso of an old woman is exerting her porsuasivc powers upon Pomona, a young 
gild, who listens attentively. Both seated on a stono boncli with balustrade behind. Vertumnus is 
dressed in black and brown, with wlrite mob cap ; Pomona, all in bright vermilion, with white under 
dress showing at shouldors and arms. A black and gold girdle, with tasscllcd onds, round her waist, 
from which hangs also a bunch of keys and a largo etui. On her head she wears a wide-leaved straw 
hat. In foreground, at her feet, a lavgo basket of fruit. 

On Panel, 1 foot 6 inches high, 2 feet wido ; signed aud dated, on end of the bench, “ N. Maas 1673.” 

Purchased in Paris from Mona. S. Bourgeois. Hung in small Dutch Gallery, and numbered 347. 
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8. Thomas Wijck (d. 1677). Dutch School. 

Intenor of a weaver’s cottage. A room, with a weaver on the right working at his loom, and 
apparently conversing with Ins wife, who is to the loft of the picture. Near her are two children, one 
of whom sits in an enclosed box-chair. Scattered about aro various utensils, — a barrel, buckets, &c. 
Two small windows of leaded glajs admit the light. 

On Panel, 1 foot inches high, 1 foot 2 inches wide. 

Purchased in Paris from Mons. S. Bourgeois. Hung in small Dutch Gallery, and numbered 349. 

9. Grobo Prnoz (cl. 1550). German School. 

Portrait of a young man, half length, to left ; wearing a black donblot with short full sleeves, below 
which appear tight-fitting sleeves of brown; small frill or ruff round the nock ; and on Ins head a flat 
black cap or bonnet. In his left hand he holds ti skull. 

Panel, 1 foot inches high, 11 inches wido. Inscribed on left nppor corner, “ iEtatis Bute, 
XXV, Anno 1547,” and the initials, in monogram, G.P. 

Purchased at Christie’s. Hung in South Gallery, and numbered 372. 

10. Johannes Linoelbach (1625-1687). Dutch School. 

Landscape. In the foreground are two huntsmen and a lady on horseback — the latter on a white 
horse — before an inn from which a man is bringing refreshment. Throe other figures are seated or 
standing before the doorway, and on the right is an attendant with dogs. In tho distant back-ground 
are other's of the party with dogs and hawks. 

Panel, 1 foot two inches high, 1 foot 4£ inches wide. Signed on ground at bottom of panel, 
" J. lingelbach.” 

Purchased in London from Mr. S. Gooden. Hung in small Dutch Gallery, and numbered 348. 

11. Gkoroe Romney (1734-1802). British School. 

Titanin, Puck, and the Changeling. On left, Titania, nude to tho waist, with red robe, and a white 
ribbon in her hair, reclines on the ground, her head supported on her hands. On the right is ruck 
playing with the Changeling, a nude infant rolling on his back on tho ground. 

Canvas, 3 feet 5 inches high, by 4 feet 5 inches wido. 

Engraved in 1810, by E. Scriven. 

Purchased at Miss Romney’s sale at Christie’s. Hung in Modem Gallery, and numbered 381. 

12. Emile Lambinet (1815-1877). French School. 

Landscape. In foreground a green field, in which aro cattle, slopes down to the odgo of a stream or 
pond. In the back-ground, standing against the sky, a large tree with two smaller ones ; a farmhouse 
behind. 

Canvas, 2 feet 11 inches high, 2 feet 3£ inches wide. Signod in right hand bottom corner, 
"Emile Lambinet," and in opposite comer, “ Jnillot 1851.” 

Purchased iu London, from Mr. J. M'Leau. Hung in Modern Gallery, and numbered 424. 

13. Charles Grey, B.H.A. (About 1808-1892). British School. 

Sketch portrait of a Highland Forester. Donald M‘Loa, haul forester to tho Duke of Sutherland. 
Sketched in 1869 at llhidorroch, RohhbIuvg — a study for finished picture in possession of Lord 
Powevseourt. 

Half length ; an old man wrapped in a plaid, holding a Ktick in right hand, and telescope under left 
arm. 

Mill board, 8 inches high, G inches wide. Signod, "C. Groy, R.H.A.,” and dated 1859. 

Purchased from tho artist’s son. Hung in Modem Gallery, and numbered 426. 

14. Thomas Collier (1841-1891). British School. 

Early Snow on the Welsh hills. Bleak moorland, with baro hills lightly covoi'cd with snow, against 
a back-ground of lowering leaden clouds. 

Water colour. 11 inches high, 1 foot inches wido. Purchased in London from Mr. S. Gooden. 

16. Thomas Gainsborough (1727-1788). British School. 

A Pair of Portraits — a man and a woman — in pencil ; each on card-board ; oval ; 5 inches high, 4 
inches wide. Signed, in pencil, “Tho. Gainsborough fecit, 17434." 

Purchased from Mrs. Snow, of Waterford. 
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16. Painter unknown. 

A Pair of Portraits ; Mr. Connolly, of Castletown, and his wife. 

Mr. CtmvMy shown to km**; M in loug*kirted Itae cent; faced end trimmed with gold 
embroidery or law. IIohln his hat under his right arm. landscape background. 

Mr,. LWrf/tf- thra^narter length. Right hand points to right, while with the left she holds np 
a loose, floating Won scarf. Bimscd in unlm satin dress, out low. Landscape, with waterfall in 
hook-ground. 

Until on oiuivmt ; 4 font high, 3 feet 2 inches wide. 

Purchased from Mir. Gage. Ifnngin Portrait Gallery, and numbered 421 and 422. 

17. Ghojuik Bahkkt, jimr. (iiImiuI 177-1-1842). British School. 

Portrait of tho Artist. Tlimw|umt»v length ; seated to the loft before an easel, on which is a paint, 
ing of a liunlsat|in ; looking to the front. Dressed ia a green coat, with high collar of yellow waistcoat 
showing. Ilolils u brush and inahlstick in liis hands. 

Panel, 2 font. (> inches high, 2 font wide. 

Purchased from Mr. John Word, Blackburn, Lancashire. Hung in Portrait Gallery, uud numbered 
41 f). 

18. Francis Corns, U.A. (1726-1770). British School. 

Portrait of Maria Gunning, Countess of Coventry. 

To waist, turned to light, facing to front. Low cut. grey satin, or Bilk, drees, with two rows of pink 
rosnt.h's down tho front and on shoulders, and slashed sleeves ; loose blue scarf. Hair, black and curled 
at I Kick, with string of iwrai Is. 

Canvas, oval, 2 foot 6 inches high, 2 feet 1 inch wide. 

Painted in 1751, and engraved in mezzotint by J. MacArdoll. Pormoiiy in possession of the Kev. 
(lilhort Gcorgo Coventry. Pnrchaseil Trom Messrs. Lnvmo & Co., Loudon. 

Hung in Portrait Gallery, and mimberod 417. 

19. James M ALTON (d. 1803). British School. 

View of Thonms-street, Dublin, in 1797. St. Catherine's Church, and figures, in the foreground. 
The latter dill'er from those in the engraving of this view published the same year. 

Water colour, 1 foot 9 inches high, 2 feet 6 inches wide. Purohased from Messrs. Durlachcr, 
London. Hung in Portrait. Gallery. 

20. GiiiiAitn Van JJontiiohst (1590-1656). Dutch School. 

The Betrayal of Christ. Christ seized by the soldiers anil servants of tho High Priest A young 
man h lands prominently in tho foreground with right hand clenched, and seemingly uttering threats or 
imprecations, lie wears a steel cm-slot over a bright brown, or yellow garment ; loose red breeches, and 
a flat black cap with ostrich feather. On right is boy holding a torch which lights the scene. Peter, 
on the lefts stands with uplifted swonl over the High Priest’s servant who has fallen to the ground, and 
whose lantern lies near him. 1 u the background, with other figures, Judas appears, holding a bag of 
money. 

Canvas, (5 feel 7 inches high, 0 font 2 inches wide. 

Presented by George Donaldson, Esq., London, to tho Gallery, in memory of his mother, a native 
of Dublin. 

Huug in Mouth Gallery, ami luuiiltereil 425. 

21. Joun Skix CoTMAN (1782-1812). British School. 

A view in Namur. 

Watov col on I’, 10.] inches high, 1 foot 3J- inches wide. 

Presented by F. Pleischniauii, Esq. 

22. II. Wheelwright. 

Five co] lies, in water colours, after early Italian paintings, viz. : — 

1. Piota by Giottino, in the UlHzi Galloi-y, Floreneo. 

2. St. Stephen preaching. Fresco l>y Fra Angelico in tho Vatican Chapel of Nicholas V. 

3. A woman with a child in her arms, from tho some fresco. 

4 ami 5. Two small pictures by Giotto in Academia, Florence. 

Bequeathed by Miss Thompson, of 16, Fitzw'illiaiu-place, Dublin. ^ 
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